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In 20 21, t he Vat ican Dicastery 
for Promot ing Integral Human 
Development  launched the 
Laudato Si Act ion Plat form, an 
internat ional movement  
insp ired by Pope Francis' 20 15 
encyclical of  t hat  name. Regis 
Universit y 's t hen-president  Fr. 
John P. Fit zg ibbons, S.J., 
commit ted the inst it ut ion to 
develop ing an act ion p lan 
resonant  w it h t he seven goals 
of  t he p lat form.

Since then, and w ith t he full 
support  of  President  Salvador 
Aceves, a group of Regis 
students, scholars, and 
act iv ist s have come together 
to ref lect  and st rateg ize about  
how  our universit y can work 
toward a more integrated, 
holist ic and sustainab le way of 
life in our common home.

Our mission at  Regis Universit y calls us ?to build  a more 
just  and humane world through t ransformat ive educat ion.? 
Today, creat ion it self  is threatened by changes on a 
geological level. How  are we listening to the cry of the 
earth, and what  are we doing to build  a more just  and 
human environment? People living in poverty and 
marginalized by society bear a greater burden of 
environmental degradat ion: what  are we doing to hear their 
cry and to promote their well-being? Faced w ith these 
quest ions, we are called by Pope Francis to a more integral 
approach: ?Today, however, we have to realize that  a t rue 
ecological approach always becomes a social approach; it  
must  integrate quest ions of just ice in debates on the 
environment , so as to hear both the cry of the earth and 
the cry of the poor.? (Pope Francis, Laudato Si? 49)

We are also aware that  we need to ref lect  on our own 
history and pat terns that  have generated and cont inue to 
maintain unjust  and unsustainable relat ionships w ith each 
other and w ith the Earth. The challenges we face are g lobal, 
but  they begin at  home. We look to the future, but  also 
must  right  past  w rongs.



"We are faced with not 
two separate crises, one 
environmental and the 
other social, but rather 
with one complex crisis 
which is both social and 
environmental. 

Strategies for a solution 
demand an integrated 
approach to combating 
poverty, restoring 
dignity to the excluded, 
and at the same time 
protecting nature."

POPE FRANCIS
LAUDATO SI' 139

W hile it  is easy for the challenges to feel overwhelming, at  Regis 
we have built  a foundat ion which can support  this commitment  
to integral ecology and ready us for the internal conversion ?  
ind ividual and collect ive ?  required for the moment . 

Our mission statement  asks, ?how  ought  we to live??, orient ing 
our educat ion towards personal and social t ransformat ion. 

Our curriculum features ecological educat ion and sustainable 
development  as an invitat ion to g lobal environmental 
awareness. 

Our facult y and staf f  include environmentally-focused scholars, 
experts, and pract it ioners across d iscip lines of science, 
sociology, humanit ies, business, development  pract ice, 
healthcare, and more. 

Our f irst -year experience program orients t radit ional 
undergraduates to nature contemplat ion and climate act ion 
from the beginning of their college studies.

And most  important ly, our mission statement  empowers us to 
ask how  our educat ion and life together can support  a more 
just , humane, and sustainable world: ?Regis asp ires to be a 
communit y of  learners who labor for a t ransformed world  and 
renewed ecosystem, and who journey as companions, responsib le 
to each other.? 
 
Our Jesuit  t rad it ion provides us w ith resources to build  upon this 
foundat ion toward an integral ecology as a universit y. Ignat ian 
pedagogy provides repeated opportunit ies to understand our 
context , learn experient ially, ref lect  on experience in ways that  
lead to act ion, and evaluate the learning process. Likew ise, the 
Jesuit  commitment  to educat ion for just ice asks us to support  our 
academic act ivit ies ?  teaching, learning, researching ?  in 
addressing the urgent  problems caused by climate change, 
st ructural poverty, and st ructural injust ice. 
 
We w ill engage the Laudato Si Act ion Plat form in ways befit t ing a 
Jesuit  Catholic universit y community:

      Educat ing  on the ecological crisis as well as potent ial solut ions
      Promot ing  environmental scholarship and research
      Develop ing the tools to advocate for good policy
      Nurturing  an ecological sp irit ualit y
      Being  responsib le in our use of resources
      Reducing our environmental footprint  

As Pope Francis has said, ?the ecological crisis is also a summons 
to profound interior conversion? (Laudato Si? 217). We commit  
ourselves to interior conversion, to d iscerning anew  our 
relat ionship to creat ion, to promot ing just ice for the marginalized, 
and to ?journeying w ith youth in the creat ion of a hope-f illed 
future? in care for our common home ( the Universal Apostolic 
Preferences of the Society of Jesus).  
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